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The Boundary Data Selector Service 

Aims and Objectives

Aim

The aim of this guide is to teach you how to use the UKBORDERS Boundary Data Selector service.  

Objectives
This exercise is designed to familiarise you with the UKBORDERS Boundary Data Selector facility. It will take you through an example extraction of 2001 Output Areas for the District of Oswestry in Shropshire, in DXF format. If you perform all the steps required to extract this dataset you will see and use all the tools you will need to extract and download any boundary dataset from UKBORDERS Boundary Data Selector.

Estimated duration: 15 - 20 minutes.

Logging in to UKBORDERS

The UKBORDERS login screen looks like this:
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Extracting Data

This request may take some time.
Follow this link to our bookmarking facilty 5o that you can come back and get the results when they are ready

Nots

0 will be automatically redirected to the bookmarking faclity after 3 minutes If your extraction has not
‘completed In that time.

Extracting





Information about forthcoming service availability will be displayed in the message box on this page.

To use UKBORDERS you need to register with the ESRC Census Programme. 

You will receive an email when your registration with the ESRC Census Programme is complete. Go to http://edina.ac.uk/ukborders/ and click on the  login button. Depending on your local setup you may be asked for a username and password. If your username or password is not recognised, follow the alternative login procedures link. Logging in will take you to the UKBORDERS home page:
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Home Help | Logout
W Census Programme. Welcome to UKBORDERS
UK digitsed boundary data and associated datasets for use in geagraphic information
W Data Available systems (GIS) and computer aided design (CAD) software.
W Contact
Case studies of UKBORDERS use wanted
W news Are you using data from UKBORDERS as part of your research or study?. If so we would
O roes like to hear from you. EDINA will provide a ane-off payment for each case study that we
publish. You can downlaad a UKBORDERS case study template from here.
News 24th September 2009 2009/2010 series of Census workshops announced.
The ESRC Census Programme have announced a new series of workshops for the coming
™ Outputs academic year covering an exciting range of topics. This series includes a 1 day

masterclass to be held at the University of Southampton on the 3rd of February 2010 on
changing geography. Mare infarmation (including booking details) for all warkshaps in the
series s available from Census.ac.uk

W Accessibility Statement

Subscribe to the UKBORDERS news feed to be kept informed about servics changes
and datasets available through UKBORDERS .

Postcode Directory Resources

Postcode Directory Download
| Download complete national postcods directories released from 1980 to the
—="]| present day’

Please read the Important information on Special Conditions, below,

Postcade Data Selector
Dawnlaad the sets of pasteades and fields you want from posteade
directories released between 2001 and the present day.

Please read the Important information on Special Conditions, below,

Boundary Data Resources

Easy Download
Quick access to a set of the most frequently requested UKBORDERS

=
| Sondary Gatsets Access i brouded o gecarapht ok i fales
Flease rad he Tmpareant information on Special Canditions, beion

Boundary Data Selector
Download the boundaries you want, for the area you want, in the format
you want.

Please read the Important information on Special Conditions, below,

NEW View Metadata
Search for and view metadata records assaciated with geagraphic datasets
distributed through UKBORDERS

Important information on Special Conditions:
You can check a list of all the Special Conditians you have agreed to, and add thase you
haven't yet agreed to, by logging in to the Census Registration Portal at;
hitp://Census.ac.uk. Select the link to Special Conditions on the left hand side menu to see
and agree to the full rangs of Special Conditions.

Special Conditions in EasyDownload and Boundary Data Selector: When you are
downloading a dataset from EasyDownload to which new Special Conditions apply, you will
be redirected to the ESRC Census Programme to acospt the Special Conditions. This will
happen once only for each group of boundary datasets (e.q the first time you download an
English 2001 Census dataset)

Special Conditions in Postcode Directory Download and Postcode Data Selector:
There are Special Canditions attached t the use of these datasets to which you as
end-user must agree to. When you first attempt to download a postcode directory from
Postcode Directory Download, you will be redirected to the ESRC Census Programme to
accept these Special Conditions. This will be a ane-off acceptance as all the posteade
directories are covered by the same sst of Special Conditions

Back to top





Introducing the Boundary Data Selector

Starting Options
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For help with using the Boundary Data Selector Interface, choose one of the falowing in

Quick Instructions | Detalled Instructions | Tutorial

Engiand =1 [Consus boundaries =] [post 1593

Boundaries

English Census Area Statistic Parishes, 2001
English Census Area Statistic Postcode Sectors, 2001
English Census Area Statistic Wards, 2001

English Output Area Urban/Rural Classification, 2001

English Standard Table Ward Urban/Rural Classification ,2001
English Standard Table Wards, 2001

Area(s) of Interest : English Administrative Countles, 2001

[NoramptonshiTe T
Northumberland

Nottinghamshire

Oxfordshire

Somerset
South Yorkshire i1

‘Search Summary: [Target Geography : English Output Areas, 2001]
Data Format: ESRI Shape File (default)
Archive Method: Zip (default)





From the UKBORDERS home page, click on the green Boundary Data Selector button:

You will be taken to the Boundary Data Selector Screen:
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ETITETYETISN Norrow your search criteria using the fields below.

For help with using the Boundary Data Selector interface, chaase ane of the follawing links

Quick Instructions | Detailed Instructions | Tutorial

[England ) [Gesarashy ) [oates

Boundaries

Endlish Census Parishes, 1911
English Civil Parishes, 1951
English Coastline, 1951
English Coastiine, 2001
English Counties , 1971

Area(s) of Interest : English Counties, 1991

avan
Bedfrdshire
Berkshire
Buckinghamshire
Cambridgeshire
Cheshire
Cleveland

o)

Search Summary: [Targst Geography : English Counties, 1991]
Data Format: ESRI Shape File
Archive Method: Zip





· First, have a brief look at the tabs that make up the Boundary Data Selector. There is a ‘Selection Summary’ and an 'Extract Boundary Data' button on each tab so you can always see what you have selected and can run the extraction at any stage. You can also move back and forth between the tabs as often as you like. 
Menu Bar

At the top of the page is the menu bar.  This shows the route you have followed from the home page and includes links to the following:

• Home will take you back to the home page

• Start Again will reset your current selection and allow you to begin a fresh search.  

• Comments allows you to send an email message to the EDINA team.

• Help will open a new browser window containing topics covering the use of the service and information on available datasets.

• Logout describes the background to the service, availability and future developments.  
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“What and Where?” Tab

You define your boundary selection in this tab (right, top). Choose your geography (e.g. ‘census’) your date of interest (e.g. 1990 to 1999) and the area you want to download data for (from an entire country, down to individual counties, districts etc). 

If you are happy with the default data format (zipped shapefile) you don't need to go to the other tabs at all, just click on the Extract Boundary Data button to start extracting your selected boundaries from the UKBORDERS database.

“Map View” Tab 
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See a preview of your boundary selection over an Ordnance Survey map (right, below). You can zoom in and out of the map and click EXTRACT if you are happy with your selection, or go back to the ‘What and Where?’ Tab, or to the ‘Format Tab’.

“Format” Tab

Select the format you want your boundaries in (e.g. MIF/MID, DXF, GML etc), and how you want your data archived. The default format is zipped shapefile, so you only need to change settings here if you are not happy with the default.

Tutorial

Follow these steps to download 2001 Output Areas for the District of Oswestry in Shropshire, in DXF format:

Defining your search

In the ‘What and Where?’ tab narrow down your search by using the ‘Country’, ‘Geography’ & ‘Dates’ list-boxes. 

· Pick ‘England’ from the Country list, ‘Census boundaries’ from the Geography list and ‘post 1999’ from the Dates list, then click on the Find button.
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You should now see a list of all the boundaries available in UKBORDERS that satisfy your basic search criteria:

· From the list, click once on English Output Areas, 2001 so that it is highlighted, then click on the List Areas button
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‘What and Whe: Narrow your

For help with using the Boundary Data Selector Interface, choose one of the following lnks:

Quick Instructions | Detalled Instructions | Tutorial

Viates =1 [Consus boundaries =] [post 1999
Boundaries
Welsh Output Area Urban/Rural Classification, 2001 T

Welsh Output Areas, 2001
Welsh Standard Table Ward Urban/Rural Classification, 2001
Welsh Standard Table Wards, 2001

Welsh Super Output Areas (Lower Layer),2001

el Super Output reas (e Layer) 2001

Area(s) of Interest : Welsh Urban Areas 2001

Tanell
Uanerchymedd
Uanfair Caereinion
Uanfairfechan

Uanfechell
Uanfylin

‘Search Summary: (Target Geography : Welsh Urban Areas ,2001]
Data Format: ESRI Shape File (default)

Archive Method: ZIp (default)

Generalisation: Off

Extract Boundar




This will generate a list of areas for which you can download 2001 Output Areas:

· Scroll down the Area of Interest list to find the county of Shropshire. Click on Shropshire so it is highlighted in blue, then click on the Expand button.

The Area of Interest List will refresh to now show the Districts within Shropshire (over). 
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Search Summary: [Target Geography : Welsh Urban Areas ,2001] [Selected Area(s) :
Uianfairpwiigwynayll)

Data Format: ESRI Shape File (default)

Archive Method: ZIp (default)




Click once on Oswestry to select it.

Note: At this stage, if you were happy with the default format of zipped Shapefile, you could click on the Extract Boundary Data button to start extracting your data selection from the UKBORDERS database.

Map View
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‘Search Summary: [Target Geography : English Output Areas, 2001] [Selected Area(s) : Oswestry]
Data Format: Autocad Drawing eXchange format

Archive Method: Zip (default)

‘Generalisation: Off

Here are the files containing the data you have requested from UKBORDERS, together with thelr type
and size. The files In this directory will be automatically deleted within three days of being generated.
You can download an Individua fie using your web browser by dlicking on Its name In the table. If you
use Netscape, the best way to do this Is to click with the right mouse button and go to Save Link As.
With Intemet Exporer you should go to Save Targer As after dlcking with the right mouse button.

Flle Name Description size

BoundaryData.zip| ZIp file containing your data 8219 kB




Now, switch to the Map View tab to see a preview of your selection (please be patient - it may take a few seconds to draw the map). It should look like this:

· Try moving North, East, South and West and zooming in and out of the map using the tools on the right-hand side of the window. This does not change your selection: the Map View is only a preview tool.

You will notice that there is a Selection Summary and an Extract Boundary Data button on the ‘Map View’ tab, just as there is in the ‘What and Where?’ tab. 
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Archive Method: Zip





The summary currently shows that the selected data format is still set to the default (Shapefile), though, for this exercise, you want the boundary data in DXF format.

Format

Change to the Format tab to select your preferred format. 
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Export Format:
Help me with this

MAPINFO (native format)
MIF (Maplnfa Interchange Format)

DF (AutoCad Drawing exchange format)

€SV (Comma Separated Value - attributes only)
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Archiving Method:
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· In the Export Format section scroll down the list of formats and select DXF (AutoCAD Drawing eXchange). Leave the Archiving Method as Zip. Now click on the Confirm Options button to update the Selection Summary.

Check the Selection Summary; if it confirms that you have selected English Output Areas, 2001 for Oswestry as an Autocad Drawing eXchamge Format (DXF) file, to be zipped then click on the Extract Boundary Data button to start extracting your selection from the UKBORDERS database.

Extracting data

An extraction progress window will appear:

Followed by the Data Delivery page (extraction time depends of the size and complexity of the boundary dataset being extracted):

· Right click on the link BoundaryData.zip to save your extracted boundary data to your computer.

Finish

If you have time, try to select and extract boundary data of your choice.

You can use Winzip to uncompress you zip file and view your data in you GIS software. Help on Zip, Gzip files and how to use them is available in UKBORDERS Help under the 'Data Issues' section













































































HOT TIP:  The default file name for downloaded PDF files is digimap.pdf.  If you are saving more than one PDF file from Digimap you should change the file names to reflect the content of the map and avoid overwriting an existing file.
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You have now learned:


• how to log in to UKBORDERS


• how to select boundary information


• hot to extract boundary information in a format of your choice
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